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of the Loxps 4nd Commons, for the 


Aſſeſing all ſuch who have not contributed 
ſufficiently for raifing of Money, Plate, &c. 
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MAJESTEIERT 


Declaration to all His loving 
Subjects upon occaſion thereof. 
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Charles R. 


| O ur expreſlc pleaſure 1s, That this Our Decla- 

ration be Publiſhed in all Churches :and 
Chappels within the Kingdome of England and 
Dominion of Wales,by the Parſons, Vicars, or Cu- 
rates of the lame. | 
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An Ordinance and Declaration of the 
Lox Ds and Commons in Parliament. 


Q\YÞeHereas the King ſeduced by wicked Countell hath raiſed an 
5 wi Army, and leavied Warre againſt the Parliament,and great 
=. number of Forces are daily raiſed under the commands of 
SARS: Papiſts and other il!-affected perſons, by Commiſſions from 
His Majeſtie; And whereas divers Delinquents are protected from pub- 
lick Juſtice by his Majeſties Army , and ſundry ontrages and rapines 
are daily committed by the Souldiers of the ſaid Army , who haye no 
reſpe&t to the Laws of God or the Land , but burn and plunder the 
Houſes, and ſeize and deſtroy the perſons and goods of divers His Ma- 
jelties good ſubjeRts; And whereas for the maintenance of the ſaid Ar- 
my divers aſſcſſements are made upon feverall Counties , and His Ma- 
jelties ſubiets are compelled by the Souldiers to pay the ſame ; which 


faid Army if it ſhould continue, would ſoon ruine and waſte the whole 


kingdome, and overthrow Religion, Law, and Libertie.For ſuppreſſing 
of which ſaid Army and ill affected perſons, there is no probable way 
under God, but by the Army raiſed by Authority of the Parliament; 
which faid Army fo raifed , cannot. be maintained without great 


ſumues of money, yer for raifing ſuch ſummes; by reaſon of His Maje- 


Kies withdrawing himſelf from the advice of the Parliament , there can 


be no Act of Parliament paſſed with his Majeſties afſent, albeit there is 
oreat Juſtice that the ſaid moneys ſhould be raiſed: The Lords and 
Commons in Parliament, having taken the ſame into their ſerious con- 
fideration, and knowing that the faid Army fo raiſed by them , bath 
been hitherto for the moſt part maintained by the voluntary contribu- 
tion of divers well-affe&ted perſons, who have freely contributed ac- 
cording to their abilities, 

Bur conſidering there are divers others within the Cities of London 
and WeſtminFter, and the Suburbs of the ſame, and alſo within the Bo- 
rough of Soxthwark,that have not contributed at all rowards the main- 
renance of the ſaid army, or if they have, yet not anſwerable to their 
Eſtates, who notwithſtanding receive benefit & protection by the ſame 
army,as well as any others, and therefore irs moſt juſt, that they ſhould 
as well as others be charged to contribute to the maintenance thereof. 

Be it therefore Ordained by the Lords and Commons 'in Barliament 
aſſembled, and by authority thereof,that 1/aac Pennington Lord Major 
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(4) 
of the City of London, Sir John Wollaſton Knight and Alderman, A1_ 
derman T7 owes, Alderman Warner, Alderman Andrewes, Alderman 
Chambers, Alderman Fowkes, Sir Fhomas Seham Knight and Alder- 
wan, Samuel Vaſſell, fohnVenn, Morris Thompſon, and Richard 
Warrjn, Citizens, or any foure of them, ſhall hereby have power and 
authority to nominate and appoint in every ward within the City of 
Londoa, fix ſuch Perſons as they, or any foute of them, ſhall think fir, 
which ſaid fix ſo nominated, or. any foure of them, ſhall hereby have 
power to enquire of any that ſhall remain.or be within the ſaid {everall 
Wards that have not contributed upon the Propofitions of both Houſes 
of Parliament, concerniug theraifing of Money, Plate, Horſe, Horſe-- 
men, and Arms for the defence of the King and both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, and alſo of ſuch as are able men, that have contributed, yet [nor 
according to their eſtates and abilities. And the ſaid fix perſons fo no- 
minated , or any foure of them, within their ſeverall and reſpective 
wards'and limits, ſhall have power to afleſſe ſuch perſon or perſons, as 
are of ability. and have not contributed, and alfo ſuch as have contribu- 
tec, yet not according to their ability, to pay ſtch ſumme or ſummes of 
ny acyvecing to their Eſtates, as the {aid Aﬀeſſors or any four of 
them ſhall think fic and reaſonable, ſo as the ſame exceed not the rwen- 
tieth part of their Eſtates, and to nominate and appoint fit perſons for 
the colle&tion thereof, And if any perſon'fo aſſeſe1 ſhall refuſe ro pay 
the money afſeſfed upan him, ir ſhall be lawfuli ro and for the ſaid A(- 
ſeffors and ColleRors, or any of them, to leavie the ſaid ſumme fo aſ- 
ſeſſed by way of diftrefle, and fale ofthe goods of the perſon o aſſeſſed, 
and fo refuſing: And iFany perſon fo diftrained ſhall make refiſtance; 
it ſhall be lawtull to and for the reſpeCtive Aﬀeſſors and Colletors, or 
any of them, to call to their afliſtance any the Trained Bands of the 
faid city of Londen, or any other His Majeſties ſubjeRts, who are here- 
by required to be aiding and afliſting to the ſaid Aﬀeſſors and Colle- 
Rors in the premiſes; And it is hereby further ordained, that the reſpe- 
ive Burgeſlss of Weſtminſter and Southwark , together. with the ſeve- 
call Committees appointed for the ſubſcriptions of Money,Plate, Horſe, 
Horſemen and Arms within the faid City and Borough , ſhall reſpe- 
Rively have power hereby to nominate Seſfors for the ſame Citie and 
Borovgh-, in fach manner as the Lord Major, &c. hath for the Ci- 
ty of Longon, and the faid Aﬀeſſors,or any four of them, ro name Col- 
IeRors as aforefaid: Which faid Afſeſſors and Colleftors ſhall have the 
- ſame power reſpeCtiyely, within their reſpeAive limits ,- as thoſe to be 
nominated within the faid City of London have hereby limned to mw 
| An 
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And for the Suburbs of London & weſtminiter, the reſpective Knights 
of the Shires where the ſaid Suburbs are , ſhall have hereby the like 


power to name-Aſeſſors, and they fo named, or any four of cliem, and 


the Collectors by them to be nominated, or any of them, within their 


reſpeRive limits, {hall have the like power refpectiyely as the Aﬀeſlors 


- and Collectors for London have by virtue of chis ordinance. And be it. 
ordained that the ſymmes fo afſeſſed and leayied as afore{aid ſhall be 
paid in at Guild-hall Londoz, to the hands 'of Sir Fohn Wollaſtone, 


Knight, John Warner, John T owes, and Thomas Andrews Aldermen, 
or any two of them; And the Aﬀeſſors and ColleStors to be nominated 


by virtue hereof ſhall weekly report to the Committee of the Houſe of 


Cotnmons, for the Propoſitions atorelaid, what ſummes of money have 

been aſſeſſed, and what ſummes have been leavicd weekly according to 

the purport hereof, and the faid moneys fo leavied and paid in, ſhall be 

}fued forth in ſuch ſort as the other moneys raiſed upon the Propcfiti- 
ons aforeſaid, and not othe1 wile, | 


Die Marti, 29. Novemb, 1642. 


ment, for the Reaſons therein declared, for the afſelſing of all 
ſuch perſons within the Cities of Lavdor and Weſtminſter, and the 
Suburbs thereof with the Borough of Southwark , as have not contri- 
bured upon the Propoſitions of both Houſes of Parliament, for raifing 
of Money, Plate, Horſe, Horſemen and Arms, for defence of the King, 
Pacliament and Kingdome, or have not contributed proportionably to 
their eſtates and abilities: And whereas it is thought fit, that ſome ad- 
ditions be made for further explanation, and betrer execution of the 
ſaid Ordinance: Be it further ordained and declared by the Lords and 
Commons aſſembled in Parliainent, that ſuch Perſons as ſhall be af-. 
ſefſed by the refpeRive Aſetfors, in.the faid Ordinance appointed; and 
ſhall within 1x dayes next after notice given to them. or left at their 
ſeverall houſes within the faid Cities, Subnrbs; or Borovgh, pay in the- 
one moity of the faid ſummes of money to aflefled , and within twelve 
dayes after the ſaid norice given-as aforeſaid , the other moity thereof, 
unto the Freaſurers of Money and Plate in Guild-hall Zoxdon, or un- 
to the Collectors appointed by the faid Ordinance, refpeCtively to re- 
ceive the ſane, thft the ſaid Treaſurers, or Collectors , ſhall give Ac- 


V Hereas a late Ordinance is paſſed by both Houſes of Pariia- 


quitances for the ſame, as hath been done to ſuch who haye ſent Mo- 


neyes or Plate, upon the Propoſitions of both Houſes as aforeſaid. And 
&AS the 


a 


' the aid Motteys fo paid to the ſaid Treaſurers, or to the faid ſeverall 
ColleRors,ſhill be repaid upon the Publick Faith, as all other Moneys 
lent upon the laid Propoſitions of both houſes. And as for thoſe who 
ſhall to farre diſcover their diſaffection , as not to bring in the ſeverall 
ſummes of Money o afſeſſed upon them to the perſons = appoint- 
ed, within the times limited, that then their goods ſhall be diſtrained 
and fold according to the ſaid Ordinance, And if no ſufficient diſtreſle 
be found, rhar then the ſaid Collectors ſhall reſpeCtively have power to 
enquire of any ſumme or ſummes of Money due, or to be due unto them 
reſpetively lo aſſeſied from any perſon or perſons for any Rents, 
Tithes, Goods, or Debts, or for __ thing or cauſe whatſoever. 
And the ſaid reſpective Collectors ſhall have power by virtue of this 
Ordinance, to receive all, or any part of the ſaid ſummes due , or to be 
due unto them or any of them to aſſeſſed, untill the full yalue of the 
ſ:mme or ſummes ſo. aſſeſſed, and the charges in levying and recover- 
ing of the ſame ſhall be received and fatisfied. And the faid reſpeRtive 
Collectors ſhall have further power to compound for any of*the ſaid 
Rents, Tithes, Goods, or Debts, due unto the ſaid perſon fo afſeſſed re- 
ſpectively as aforeſaid, with any perſon or perſons by whom the faid 
Rents, Tithes, Goods or Debts, are or ſhall be owing , as alſo to give 
full and ample diſcharge for the Money by them ſo received,upon com- 
pokition or otherwiſe, which diſcharges ſhall be good' and effe&uall to 
all intents and purpoſes. And if the ſumme or ſummes of Money o aſ- 
ſeſſed cannot be leavied by any of theſe means or wayes, then” the per- 
ſons ſo reſpectively aſſeſſed , ſhall be impriſoned in ſuch places-of this 
Kingdome, and for fo long time as the Committee of the Houſe of 
Commons for Examinations, ſhall appoint and order : and the Fami- 
lies of all ſuch perſons ſo impriſoned , ſhall no longer remain within 
the Cities of London and Weſtminſter , the Suburbs and the Counties 
adjacent. Z | 

And be it further Ordained, that all andeyery the Aſeſſors and Col- 
leQtors of the ſaid ſeverall ſummes , ſhall haye the protetion of both 
Houſes of Parliament, for their indemnitie in'this ſervice , and receive 
ſuch reaſonable allowance for their pains taken and charges disburted, 
or to be disburted therein, as the Committee of Lords and Commons 
for advance of money and other neceſſaries for the Army, raiſed by the 
Parliament, ſhall apportion and appoint. 
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An Ordinance of both Houſes of Parliament , for the better 
Proviſion of Viftuals, and other Neceſſaries for 
the Ar my, and for Payment and Satis- 
fattion to be made for ſuch | 

and Proviſions, 
Die Martis, 29, Novemb. I 642. 

T is Ordered by the Lords and Commons in Parliament, That 

Committees ſhall be named in all Counties, to take care for provifi- 
ons of Victualls for ;the Army raiſed by the Parliament, as likewiſe for 
the taking up of Horſes for ſeryice in the Field, Dragoneers, and 
Draught-horſes, as likewiſe for borrowing of Money or Plate to ſup- 
ply the Army. Which Committees, or any two or more of them, ſhall 
have power and authority to value all kind of Proviſions both for Men 
and Horſe, all kind of Horſe, for ſervice, or otherwiſe, which ſhall be 
voluntarily offered to be lent upon the publick Faith, or likeyviſe to 
receive any Mony or Plate to be lent as before; and that upon Certi- 
ficate of any tvvo of ſuch Committees , the ſame proviſions of Horſes, 
Money and Plate, and the yalue thereof ſhall be entred by the Trea- 
ſurer of the Propoſitions, and ſhall be repayed to theparty from vyvhom 
the.ſame vvas received, *y vith like Conſideration as other Money lent. 

Andin cafe the owner of ſuch proviſions, money, plate, and Horſes, 
ſhall refuſe or neglect ro bring in the ſame upon the publick faith for 
the-uſe of the Army, for the better preventing the ſpoyle and embeze- - 
ling of ſuch proviſions of money, plate, and Horſes, by the diforder of / 
the Souldiers, and that they may not come inno the hands of the Ene. 
mies, it is further ordered , that the Committees afore mentioned, or 
any tyvo of them, be hereby authorized and enabled to ſend for ſuch 
proviſions, money, plate, and Horſes, and take the ſame into their cu- _ 
ſtody, and to ſer an indifferent value and rate upon them ; vvhich valce 
they ſhall .certifie to the Treaſurers for rhe propoſitions, to be repayed 
at ſuch time, and in ſuch manner, as ſhall be Ordered by both Houfes 
of Parliament. It is likeyviſe Ordered, that the ſaid Committees of the 
ſeverall and reſpetive Counties ſhall 11eet and conſult vvith the Com- - 
mittees of the adjacent and neighbour Counties, unto the place or pla- 
ces vyherethe ſaid Army, or any part thereof, ſhall paſſe and remain, 
concerning the receiving, procuring, valuing and diſpoſing of ſuch pro- 
vicions, horſes, money, and plate. And if they cannot conyeniently 


meet, that then ir ſhall be layyfull for any . tvyo, or more of the Com- - 
mittee, - 


(OY 

'micree to.execute the ſeyerall ſervices above mentioned in the adjoyn- 
ing Counties, as vvell as in the County vvherein he is named a Com- 
mitree ; and that ſuch certificates as they ſhall make of any proviſions, 
Horſes, Money, or Plate, ſhall be as effeftuall for the ſecurities of the 
parties, as if the ſame vvere received and taken vvithin the County for” 
yyhich he or they are named Committees. And the ſaid Committees, or 
any tyvo 07 more of them, ſhall cauſe the ſaid proviſions to be delivered 
ro the commiſſary for the : ViEtualls, or to his Deputy, and ſuch other 

. Officers of the Arty, vvho may be charged vvirh the ſame upon their 
accoinpty and ſhall certifie the T reafurer of the Army , or his Deputy, 
chat ſo defalcation ofthe yalue thereof rnay be made out of the pay of 
ſach Officers and Souldiers as ſhall receive the fame. And the faid Com- 
mittee ſhall likeyviſe cauſe all ſuch money and plate to be delivered 
utito the Treafurer of the Army, or his Deputy, vvho ſhall rake care to 
convey the Plate unto the Treaſurer for the propoſitions, and ſhall be 
charged vvith all fich money upon his accompt as yvich other money 
recieyed from them. | 


His Maj =sT1es Declaration to all His lo- 
ving Subjects upon occaſion of the aforeſaid 
Ordinance and Declaration. 


taken that it might not) tharthe pretended Ordinance of 
the Militia { the frſt atrempt that ever wasto make a Law 
. by Ordinance without Our conſent) or the keeping Us out 
Hull, and tai2 Our Arms and Munition from Us, could any 
way concern the Intereſt, Property,or Liberty of the Subjea,  _. 
and it was confeſſed by that deſperate Declaration ir ſelf of 
the 26. of May, that ifthey were found guilty of that charge 
of deſtroying the Title and Intereſt of Our Subjects to their - -- 
Lands and Goods, it were: indeed a very great crime, But it - 
| was 


T- would not be believed (at leaſt great pains have been 


| RAS <4 
- was aſtrange fatall Lethargy which had feiſed Onr good peo- 
ple, and kept them from. diſcerning, thar the Nobility; Gen- 
try, Commonalty of- Exzland, were not. onely tripped of 
their preheminences and Priviledges,bur of their Libertics and 
Eſtates, when Our juſt Rights were denied Us, and: rhat no 
Subje& could from thenceforth expe to dwell at home, 
"when We were driven from Our Houſes and Our Towns. It + 
was not poſſible, that a Commiſſion could be granted to:the 
Earl of Eſſex, to raiſe an Army againſt ls, and for the ſafety _ 
- of Our perſon, and-prefervatian of thepeace of the Kingdome, 
'topurſtie,kifl & ſlay Vs,and all who wiſhwell to Us; bur that 
- iti a ſhort time inferiour Commanders, by the ſame Authority, 
- | would require Our. good Subjedts for the maintenance of the 
- property of the Subjeq, ro ſupply them with ſuch ſummes of 
_ «money as they think fic, upon the penalty of being plundered 
-wwith all extremity of Warre( as the ſtile of Sir Edward Bayne 
' fons warrant runs-againſt Our poore SubjeRs in Wiltſhire )and 
by ſuch rules of unlimited Arbitrary power, as are inconſiſtent 
with the leaſt pretenice or ſhadow of that Property it would 
- ſeem to defend.- 21> & [vs 2937 4s 740 CETL TED; - 202471 
' - 'Tf there could be: yer any underſtanding ſo unskilfull arid , 
ſupine to believe, That theſe Diſturbers of the publick peace E 
. do intend any thing but a generall confufton, they have 
- brought them a ſad Argumentto their own doores-ro con- 
- vince them ; after this Ordinance and Declaration, 'ris'not in 
- any ſober mans powerto believe himſelf worth any thing, or 
- that there is ſuch a thing as Law, Liberty, Property lefc in 
" England, under the juriſdigtion of theſe men; and the ſame 
power that robs them now of the Twentieth part of their 
eſtares, hath by-rhat but madeaclaime and entitled it ſelf to 
theother Ninteen, when it ſhall be thought firto haſten the 
- generall ruine. Sure, if the minds of all men-be not ſtubbornly 
_ prepared for ſervitude, they 'willlooke on this Ordinance as 
the greateſt Ks. tr Arbitrary power andtyranny, that 
+ any Age bathbreught forth in any kingdome, other grievan- 
- ces( and thegreateſt ) have been conceived intolerable, _ 
| | B 


Ai (3) | 
by the Logick and Conſequence, then by the Preſſure it ſelf, . 
this at once ſweeps away all, that the wiſdome and juſtice of 
Parliaments have provided for them. Is their property in 
theireſtates ( ſo carefully looked to by their Anceſtouts, and 
To amply eſtabliſhed by Vs againſt *any poſſibility of Invaſion 
from the Crown) which makes the meaneſt SubjeRas much 
a Lord of his own,as the greateſt Peere, to be valued or confi- 
dered? hef* isa twentieth part ofevery mans eſtate( or ſo" 
much more as foure men_ will pleaſe to call the Twentieth 

, _ part taken away at once, and yet a power left to take a twen- 

ticth ſtill of that which remaines, andrthis: to be leavied by 
ſuch circumſtances of ſeverity, as no Ac of Parliament ever 

conſented to.Is their liberty which diſtinguiſhes Subjects from - 
flaves, and in which this free-borne Nation hath the Adyan- 
ce of all Chriſtendome, deare to them 2 they ſhall not onely 

| be impriſon'd in ſuch places of this kingdome;, ( a latitude-of 
>, Ar5ing no Court can challenge to it ſelf in any Caſes.) bur 

 forſolong time as the Committee of the. Houſe of Commons 

for examination ſhall appoint and order z the Houſe of Com- 4 

mons it felfhaving never aſſumed, or in the leaſt degree pre- 

tended to a power of judicature, having no more Authority 
ro adminiſter an oath (rhe onely way to diſcover and find out 

. . the truthof fas) to, then to cut off the heads of any of. Our 

. SubjeRs;and this Committee being ſo farre from being a parr 
of the Parliament, that iris deſtrutive. to the whole, by ufur- 

ping to it ſelf all the power of King, Lords, and Commons. 
All who know any thing of Parliaments know that a Com- - 

. . mittecofeither Houſe ought not by the Law to publiſh their 
own Reſultes, neitherare 'their conclufions of any force with- 

- out the Confirmation ofthe Houſe, which hath the ſame pow- 

er of controling them, as if the matter had never been deba- 

- ted ; butthat any Commutee ſhould be ſo contraRed (as this 

. of Examination, a ſtyle no,.Committee ever bore: before this 

; Parliament )as to. excludethe Members of the Houſe, who 

'. are equally. rruſted by: their Country, from being yer, 
Is na | . *..-. * - $0E 
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the Counſells,'is ſomonſtrous to the priviledges of Parlia - 
ment, that it is no more inthe power of any man togive up 
that freedome, thenof himſelf ro order, that from that time 
the place for which he ſerves, ſhall never more ſend a Knight 
or Burgeſſe tothe. Parliamear, and in truth isno leſfſe then to 


' = alterthe whole frame of government, to pull up Parliaments | 


by the rootes, and to commit the Lives, Libertics and Eftates 
of all the people of England, to the Arbitrary power of a few 
unqualified perſons, who ſhall diſpoſe thereof according to 
their diſcretion, without account to any rule or Authority 
whatſoever. | 

Are their friends, their Wives, and Children( the greateſt 
bleſſings of peace,and the comforts of Life ) pretious to theme 
would eventheir penury and impriſonment be lefſe grievous 
by thoſe cordials ? they ſhall be divorced from them, baniſh- 
ed, and ſhall no longer remiaine within the Cities of London 
and Weſtminſter, the Suburbes and the Counties adjacent 
and how farre thoſe adjacent Counties ſhall extend no man 
knowes. | + 08 Pen, | 
.- Is thereany thing now left to enjoy, but the Liberty to 
rebelt, and deſtroy one another ? are the outward bleffings 
onely of peace, property, and liberty, taken, and forced from 
Our Subjects ? are their Conſciences free and unaſſaulted by 
« the violenceof theſe fire-brands © Sure the liberty and free- 
dome of Conſcience cannot ſuffer by theſe men: Alas ! all 
theſe puniſhments are impoſed upon them becauſe they will 
not ſubmit to-Acions contrary to their naturall loyalty, to 
their Oathes of Allegiance and Supremacy, and to their late 
voluntary Proteſtation,which obliges them to the care of Our 
perſon and Our juſt Rights. SO 

How many perſons of Honour, Quality, and Reputation of 
the ſeverall Counties of England, are now impriſoned, without 
. any objeQion agaiſt them, but ſuſpition of their loyalty? How 
many of the graveſt and moſt ſubſtantiall Citizens of London, 
by whom the government and diſcipline of that Ciry was pre- 
ſerved, are diſgraced, robbed, and impriſoned , without any 
Z p  B 2 procell 
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proceficof Law, or cotour:of accuſation, but of 0bedience to 
the Law and Government of the Kingdome * whil'ſt Ana- 
biptiſts and Browniſts-with the afhiſtance of vitious and de- 
boſhed pzrſons,of defperate'Fortunes take upon them to break 


up-and rifle houſes, as publike and avowed Miniſters of -a new 


inveated Authority, How many godly, pious, and -painfull 
Divines, whoſe lives and learriing hath made them of Reve- 
xend eſtimation;are-now{landered with inclination to popery, 
_ diſcountenanced, and impriſoned, for diſcharging their Con- 
{ciences in inftruRting the people in the Chriſtian. duty of Re» 
[igion and Obedience, whilſt Schiſmaticall, illiterate,and fcan- 


© dalouspreachers, fill the Palpirs and Churches with blaſphe. - 


mie, irreverence, and treaſon, 2nd incite their Auditory to'no- 
thing but-murcher and rebellion ; We Þpafle over the vulgar 
charm, by which they have captivated ſuch who have been 
comented to-difpence with their Conſcicnces for the preſerva- 
tion of their eſtares, arid by which they perſwade meri chear- 
fully ro part with'this ewenticth part of their eſtare to the good 
work in hand, for whoever will give what he hath may efcape 


xobbing ; '7ty fel be repaid npos the pablick fairhas all other . 


movie tent upon the'Propofitimrs of both Houſes, It maybe ſo, 
but men-wulſtbe condemned to a ſtrange unthrifcincſſe who 
will lehd upon' fuch fecuritic. | £22 | 


-- Thepublick Faith indeed is as great an earneſt as the State 
can'give,andengages the Honour, Reputationand Honeſty,of 


the Nation, and is the Act of the Kingdome, it is the ſecurity: 


of the King, the Lords and Commons, which can never need 
an Executour,can neverdie, never be Bankropt, and'therefore 
We willingly conſented to irfor indenmitiedf Our good Sub- 
jeas of Scotland,( who we hope will not thinkthe worſe of it, 


"for being;{oofren and ſo cheaply mentioned fince.) But that a 4 


Vote of” one or both Houſes ſhontd be an'engagement upon 
\the 'publick faith; is as impoſſible, as rhar the Committee of 
.the Houſe -of -Commons for Examinations , ſhould be the 
High Courtof Parliament, OO 
And'wbat is or can'be {aid with the leaſt ſhadow of 'reaſon 


; (at ) 
> to juſtifie theſe extravaganees? We have not lately heard of 
the old fundamentall Laws which uſed to warrant the: Inno- 
vations, this needs a Refuge even below thoſe foundations: 
They will ſay they cannot manage their great undertakings 
without ſuch extraordinarie wayes, We think ſo too, bur that 
proves .onely.they have undertaken ſomewhat they ought nat 
to undertake, not that it is lawfull for them ro do any .thing 
- thatis convenient for thoſe ends. We remembred them long 
ago, and ,We cannot do it tao often, of that.excellent Speech 
. of M, Pyws. The Law-is that which puts a difference betmixt 
goed avd enil, betwixt juſt andunjuſt, if you take away the Law, 
all things will fall into a confuſion, every mar. will become a Law 
unto himſelf, which in the depraved condition of humane nature, 
muſt needs produce many great ewormities, Luſt will vecome a Law, 
and . Envy will become a Lam, Covetcouſneſſe and Ambition will 
become Lawes, and what Dittates, what Deciſions ſuch Lawes will 
produce may. eaſily be diſcerned. It may indeed by the ſad in- 
- ſtances over. the whole Kingdome, But will Poſteritic be- 
lieve, that.in the fame Parliament this. doctrine was avawed 
-with that Acclamation, and theſe. inſtances after produced ; 
. That in the ſame Parliament ſuch care was taken thatnaman 
ſhould be committed in what caſe-ſoever, without the: cauſe 
of his Impriſonment expreſſed, andthatall men ſhould beim- 
mediately-bayled-in all Caſes. baylable;, and' dyridg 'the ſame 
_ Parliament that Alderman Peinington, or indced:any' body. 
ele, bur the ſworn Minifters of Juſtice, ſhould impriſon-whom 
they would, and for what. they would, and for as long time as 
- they would; ThattheKing ſbavld hereproached with breach - 
of Priviledge for accuſing, Str Fol: Hotham of. high. treaſon, 
when with force. of Arms he kept'hin out of H»{l,and deſpi- 
ſed him to his face, becauſe tn.no cafe 2 Member of either 
Houſe might be committed or accuſed withoutideaveiigf 
-that Houſe, of- which ihe is a Member, and yet that duringzthe 
ſame Parliament;the ſame Addaermaniſhould commit the Earl 
of Middleſex( a Peer of the Realm) and the Lord Buckhur/t( a 
Member of the Houſe.of Commons) to the Counter.without 
| | _ B reprchenſ. 
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reprehenfion; That to be a Traitour (which'is defined & every 
-man underſtands ) ſhould be ne crime, and to be called a Ma- 
| -lignant ( which no body knows the meaning of) ſhould be 
' :ground enough for cloſe impriſonment z That a Law ſhould - 
b made, that whoſoever ſhould preſume totake tunnage and 
poundage without an Act of Parliament, ſhould incurre the 
-penaltic of a-Premunire, and the ſame Parliament, that the 
ſame impoſition ſhould be laid upon Our SubjeRs, and taken - 
:by-an Order of both Houſes, without and againſt Our con- 
:ſent. -Laſtly, that the ſame Parliament,a Law ſhould be made - 
:ro declare the proccedings and judgement upon ſhip-money 
to be illegall and void, and during that Parliament,that an Or- 
derof both Houſes ſhall, upon pretence of neceſfitie, inable 
foure men to take away the twentieth part of theireſtates 
fromall their Neighbours, accarding to their diſcretion. 
But Our good Subjects will no longer look upon theſe and 

the like reſults, as upon the Counfels and concluſions of both 
Our Houſes of Parliament;(though all the world knows even - 
thar Authority cannever;uſtifie things-unwarrantable by the 
Law they well know how few of the Perſons truſted by 


themare preſent.at their conſultations, of above 500 not $0. - - 


.andof the Houſe of Peers, not a fifth part, that they who are 
-prefentenjoy not the Priviledge and Freedome of Parliament, 
"butare beficged by an Army, and awed by the ſame rumults, 
which drave Vs and their fellow- Members from thence, to 
conſent to what ſome few Seditious, Schiſmaricall Perſons 
amongſt them do propoſe; Theſe are the men, who joyning - 
'withthe Anabaptii#s and Browniſfts: of London, firſt changed- 


 _ the Government and Diicipline of that City, and now by the 


pride-and power of that City would undoe the Kingdome, 
whilſt their Lord Major (a Perſon accuſed and known to. be 


FE guilty. of high Treaſon) by a new Legiſlative power of his 


-own. fupprefles and reviles the book of Common-prayer, 
robbes and impriſons whom hethinks fir, and with the rabble 
_ of his FaQion gives Laws to both Houſes of Parliament, and 
tells them they will have no Accommodation, whilſt rhe 
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Members ſent andentruſted by their Countreys are expelled 
the Houſe, or committed for refufing ta take the Oath of Aſ- 
ſociation, to live and die with the Ezrl of Eſſex, as very lately 
- Sir Sidny Mountague. Theſe are the men who have preſumed 
to ſend Ambaſſadours, and to enter into treaties with forrain 
States in their own behalfs, having at thistime an Agent of 
their own with the States of Holland; to negotiate for them 
upon private inſtructions. Theſe are the men, who not think- 
ingthey have yet brought miſchicf enough upon this King- 
- dome, at this time invite and ſollicite Our Subjeas of Scotland 
& to cnter this land with an Army againſt Vs.In a word,theſearc 
_ the men who have made this laſt devouring Ordinance,totake - 
away all Law, Libertic, and Property from Our: people, and 
have- by it really acted that upon Our people, which: with in- 
finite malice, and no colour or ground, was laboured-to be in- 
fuſed into them to have been Our intention by the Commil- 
fion of Array. - "8 
We have done; what powerand Authority theſe men have, 
or will have, we know not, for: Our ſelf we challenge none 
- ſuch, We look upon. the preſfures:and inconveniences Our 
good SnbjeRts beare, even by Vs and Our Army, (which the 
Army firſt raiſed by them enforced Vs to leavy in Our de- 
fence, and their refuſall of atl offers and deſires of Treaty en- 
- forceth Vs to keep ) with very much ſadnefſe of heart; We are 
ſo far from requiring a twentieth part of their eſtates (though 
for their own viſible preſervation ) thar as We have already 
ſold or pawned Our own Jewels,8 coyned Our own Plate, ſo 
We are willing to ſc]l all Our own Land, and Houſes for their 
relief; yet We do not doubt but Our good Subjects will (cri- 
ouſly conſider Our condition and their own duties; andthink 
Our readineſſe to prote them with the urmoſt hazard of Our. - 
life, deſerves their readines to aſſift Vs with ſome part of their 
fortunes,& whilſt other men give a 20% part of their eſtates,to 
enable them to forfeir the other nincteen that they wil extend 
themſelyes to Us ina liberal & free propoſition for the preſer- 
vation of the reſt, & for the:maintenance of Gods true —_— 
the: 


A. 


 *the Lawsofthe Land,the Liberty of the-SubjeR,and rhe ſafe - | 
 -Tty andvery being of Parliaments, and'this' Kingdome :. for if 
all :theſecever-were;or can be in manifeſt danger, it is now in | 
' *this preſentRebellion againſt Vs. | ALES 
"'Laſtly,We will and require all Ourloving Subje&ts of what - 
degree or quality ſoever, as they will anſwer it ro God, to Vs, 
-and to poſterity, by their oathes of Allegeance and'Suprema- 
"Cy, asthey-would not be looked upon now, and remembred 
_hercafter as betrayers of the -Laws and Liberty they were 
--bornto, thatthey in no degree ſubmit tothis wilde pretended. 
© Ordinance, and that they preſume not ito give any encolitage-: 
- ment oraffiftance to the Army now in Rebellion againſt-Vs, 
- which if notwithſtanding they ſhall do;they muſt expe from 
-Vsthe ſevereſt puniſhment the Law can infli, and a perpetu- 
all Tnfamy with all good men. EP See 


© - 
2 | 


FINTI'S. SPE, | 


642 


